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INDICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 

IN EUROPE AND THE U.S.S.R. 

INTRODUCTION 

Europe and the USSR produce and consume a large share of the world's food 

and fiber. Assessment of the agricultural and food situation in these areas 

is basic to a knowledge of world production, consumption, and trade in food 

and fibers. The indices presented in this publication are a part of the con- 

tinuing effort of the Economic Research Service (ERS) to assess the world 

agricultural situation. 

The country indices are calculated by Laspeyres' base-weighted aggregate 

formula. The weights used in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union are esti- 

mates of the 1961-65 average price received by farmers in Wester Europe, and 

for West European countries they are the average base period prices received 

by farmers in each of the individual countries, expressed in U.S. dollars per 

metric ton. Regional indices are computed from sums of country aggregates. 

Only those agricultural products of considerable significance in the re- 

spective countries are included. Production data are listed under the year in 

which the bulk of the harvest occurred. 

A portion of each country's aggregate value of livestock output is sub- 

tracted to avoid double counting of feed and the livestock products produced 

from it. This share represents the estimated relationship between the value 

of livestock products and the value of feeds (not including forage), whether 

produced domestically or imported, as calculated for the base period years 

1961-65. 

This feed deduction is a constant percentage and thus does not express 

year-to-year variations in feed actually fed. Unless there is a large change 

in livestock output relative to crop production, the feed deduction has little, 

if any, effect on the resulting index. a 

Most production data are official statistics of the respective countries 

or other international organizations. In a few cases, when data were unavail- 

able, estimates were made by ERS specialists. 

Indices of food production were computed from aggregates for edible pro- 

ducts contributing energy to the human diet whether actually consumed or not. 

Excluded from the food indices were fibers, tea, and tobacco. Per capita 

indices were computed by dividing the agricultural or food indices by appro- 

priate indices of population. 

The production aggregates showing value in millions of dollars at constant 

1961-65 West European producer prices should not be confused with gross value 

of agricultural production, gross sales by farmers, or agriculture's contribu- 
tion to gross national product because a different average or current price 

may have been used and farm product sales would likely be more inclusive than 

the production aggregates. The aggregates permit year-to-year comparisons of 

the level of output in the various countries and the region. Trends in these 

aggregates should roughly parallel trends in total agricultural production. 



These European countries customarily publish indices of the gross value 

of agricultural production using their own price weights and base years. 

These two factors plus differences in valuing meat production, changes in num 

bers of livestock, seed deductions, and variations in commodity coverage are 

the major reasons for the deviations between ERS/USDA indices of agricultural 

production and those published by the respective foreign countries. 

Data appearing in these tables are those available to the Foreign Demand 

and Competition Division, Economic Research Service, prior to March 1, 1976, 

and supersede any previous indices reports. 

For further explanation and analyses of the agricultural situation in 

Europe and the Soviet Union, see: The Agricultural Situation in Western 

FAER-118, April 1976; and The Agricultural Situation in East Europe, Review 

of Production and Trade, FAER-117, March 1976. 

Notice of Revision 

The Economic Research Service has revised the indices of agricultural produc- 

tion which appear in this publication to reflect changes recently made in 

foreign cereal production for the last 25 years. These revisions were made 

in part to more closely agree with data published by foreign governments. The 

indices in this report thus supercede those published in the June 1975 Indices 

of Agricultural Production for Europe and USSR, ERS No. 604, and all previous 

editions. 

Washington, D.C. 20250 June 1976 
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